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1. Brief summary of the session.  
 
The aim of this session is to address the importance of cities and territories and 
the public policies promoted by their institutions to alleviate economic 
inequalities and, in this way, to collaborate in strengthening the climate of 
coexistence and peace.  
 
The scenario of coexistence and peace is essential to promote initiatives that 
contribute to social inclusion through economic inclusion, with access to decent 
employment, protection in the absence of employment, support for 
entrepreneurship and other initiatives converted into public policies from the 
local level.  
 
There is no sustainable territory if life is not sustainable for the people who live 
there. This proposal adds to the World Forum on Local Economic Development 
the issues addressed by the World Forum on Cities and Territories of Peace, two 
global scenarios for exchange and reflection that have in common their focus on 
the territory, the local level, where great challenges for sustainability, equality, 
equity and human rights are being fought.  
 
Two dynamic, multi-actor platforms that generate consensual roadmaps to 
achieve the development of policies, programmes and projects that help to 
improve people's lives without leaving anyone behind.  
 

2. Conceptualization of the session:  
 
Economic rights are part of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and are 
extended in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(1966), then completed with environmental rights.  
 



 
A city, a territory, is not a sustainable living environment if it does not have 
access to decent employment, under fair conditions, access to social security 
benefits, healthy working conditions, protection against unemployment, the 
right to a decent pension, or the right to organize. Cities and territories, as a 
whole, urban-rural, are scenarios of violence generated by economic inequalities 
and the violation of these rights. But they are also scenarios where initiatives can 
and should be undertaken to influence opportunities for improvement.  
 
The social and solidarity economy, public procurement clauses, the promotion 
of the circular economy, local development agencies, financial mechanisms 
aimed at promoting the SDGs..., a broad agenda of initiatives that can be 
promoted in the city and in the territory to correct economic inequalities and, in 
this way, build coexistence and peace.  
 
The consensus on sustainable development shows us several pillars on which it 
is based: the importance of social development (no one left behind, access to 
services, health, education, housing, ...), the importance of territorial 
governance (multi-stakeholder/multi-level, strong institutions, open 
government), the importance of inclusive economic development (decent 
employment, sustainable employment, ...), and the importance of resource 
endowment in the territory (human resources, natural resources, financial 
resources, ...).  
 
Alongside these components, the importance of coexistence and peace, the 
eradication of violence, is strongly emerging on local and global agendas: a 
territory dense in direct violence (crime, delinquency), cultural violence 
(machismo, racism, xenophobia) and/or structural violence (spatial inequalities 
or economic inequalities) is not a sustainable territory for people. The economic 
growth of a country or a city does not necessarily mean a reduction in poverty. 
Income inequality has grown sharply since 1980, despite economic growth.  
 
Cities absorb a migratory flow of people trying to improve their living conditions, 
arriving in cities where the main economy is the tertiary sector, with 
underemployment and significant spatial segregation (favelas or slums), which 
distributes the population in the urban space according to income level. This has 
led to the formation of highly deteriorated suburbs where inequality and spatial 
segregation replicate economic inequalities and contribute to their persistence 
over time. 
 
Cities and territories, as a whole urban-rural, are scenarios of violence generated 
by these inequalities. But they are also scenarios where initiatives can and should 
be undertaken that have an impact on opportunities to improve economic 
conditions, employment, equality, equity, sustainability and human rights. The 



 
variable of coexistence and peace is thus identified as a fundamental variable for 
building territorial development strategies. Inequalities (spatial or economic) 
and the presence of direct violence are realities that go hand in hand.  
 
Both circumstances coexist dramatically in the most unequal continent with the 
highest homicide rate: Latin America. Cities are the scenarios where these forms 
of violence coexist in a more evident way and, at the same time, where new 
initiatives to build coexistence and peace are generated. The ongoing pandemic 
further exposes the gaps within our societies, particularly affecting vulnerable 
groups, youth, women, migrants, informal sector workers, widening existing 
inequalities and creating new forms of structural and persistent exclusion.  
 
A new social contract that guarantees coexistence and peace is needed as a 
scenario for promoting sustainable development strategies. At the same time, 
sustainable development strategies that help to build scenarios of coexistence 
and peace are needed. In this context, a fundamental perspective of analysis is 
associated with the concept of economic justice, which intersects with the idea 
of general economic prosperity, assuming that more opportunities for all 
members of society to earn viable wages will contribute to sustained economic 
growth. When more citizens can support themselves and maintain stable 
discretionary income, they are more likely to spend their earnings on goods, 
which in turn boosts demand in the economy.  
 
Public policies that promote "economic justice" from cities and territories have 
been deployed with very diverse and creative initiatives in post-conflict settings, 
in settings of large social, spatial and economic gaps, and in settings with high 
rates of violence. This includes programmes to support the integration of 
vulnerable people and groups into the labour market, support for innovation 
laboratories, especially for young people, and social clauses in contracting 
specifications. Economic justice also aims to compensate for wage gaps in their 
different expressions (such as wage differences between men and women) and 
other inequalities in individual incomes, including progressive tax systems to 
finance investments in social services, public infrastructure and education.  
 
Credit for access to work, affordable housing and financial aid for university 
students, vocational training programmes for low-income and at-risk segments 
of the population are other examples of institutions of economic justice. These 
are all expressions of local public policies that at the same time imply and 
reinforce a dynamic of peaceful coexistence and cohesion between individuals 
and communities in different territorial contexts, thus contributing to the 
promotion of a more sustainable and inclusive economic development.  
 



 
In particular, a territorial approach makes it possible to connect local economic 
development and economic justice with the construction of societies of 
coexistence, peace and social cohesion. This connection is possible by addressing 
the interactions between space and society and the inequalities that arise from 
an unbalanced spatial distribution in terms of poverty, access to social services, 
job opportunities, discrimination, and the various indicators of quality of life. This 
perspective of analysis also makes it possible to integrate this session with 
several other themes of the Forum, such as the analysis of alternative economic 
models, the social and solidarity economy, the socio-economic empowerment of 
women and urban and territorial policies to reduce inequalities.  

 
3. Objectives  

 
- To share reflections and commitments on the importance of economic justice 

for the construction of coexistence and peace in the territory by correcting 
inequalities.  
 

- Share experiences, good practices, public policies and social and private 
initiatives aimed at building coexistence and peace in the territory based on 
proposals that have an impact on economic justice.  
 

- To generate meeting space and synergy between two major global platforms, 
the World Forum on Local Economic Development and the World Forum on 
Cities and Territories of Peace.  

 
4. Main points of debate 

  
- Impact of economic inequalities on the processes of coexistence in cities and 

territories: spatial segregation, economic segregation, informal economy, 
unemployment, discrimination, impact of migratory processes among others. 
 

- Public policies from the territory that help to correct economic inequalities: 
promotion of employment, protection in the absence of employment, public 
procurement among others. 
 

- The impact of conflict on economic inequalities.  
 

- Opportunities and challenges of post-conflict scenarios to generate decent 
employment options and economic inclusion.  
 

- Impact of the illegal economy on the processes of coexistence and peace in the 
territory.  



 
 

5. List of speakers and moderator: (tbc) 
 
 

6. Relevant documents  
 
https://www.ciudadesdepaz.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/COMPROMISO-AGENDA-Ciu dades-de-Convivencia-
y-Paz.pdf 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


