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Title of the session 3.2.1: The transition to the formal economy and the promotion 
of collective representation: a path towards decent work. The role of SSE in urban 
and rural settings: perspectives from the Global South 
 
Thematic Line 3: The future of work and the work of the future from a territorial 
perspective in the context of the crisis created by COVID-19. 
 
Sub-theme3.2: Collective representation and multilevel social dialogue. 
 
Organizers: ILO, ADEC 
 
Date: 28/05/2021  
 
Time: 12:15 - 13:45 (UTC-3) / 17:15 - 18:45 (UTC+2)  

 
Platform: Streaming 
 
Capacity of the session: N/A 
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Language: EN/SPA/FR 
 

 

Short summary of the session (max. 250 words): 
In the current crisis, workers in the informal 
economy are among the most severely affected. 
This session aims to analyze and share proposals 
to respond from a territorial perspective to the 
challenges posed to promote the transition to 
formality.   
 

 
 



 

 

  



 

 

 
1. Conceptualization of the session (max. 1000 words) 

 
Data from the ILO Observatory on the world of work show that the COVID-19 
pandemic has provoked the most serious crisis in the world of work since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. The measures adopted in response have largely affected 
the self-employed, most of whom work in the informal economy. 
 
From a territorial perspective, this session will address various aspects related to 
the transition to the formal economy and the promotion of collective representation, 
in particular, those related to standards and rights at work, social protection, social 
dialogue and income and job creation.  
 
The International Labour Organization (ILO) has been particularly interested in 
promoting the transition to the formal economy. In discussing how this transition 
can occur, the ILO has argued that the social and solidarity economy (SSE) can be a 
bridge between workers and/or enterprises in the informal economy and the formal 
economy. This session also aims to provide evidence of SSE’s potential to transform 
the informal economy into formal businesses by exploring the challenges of the SSE 
in integrating the informal economy. 
 
 
2. Objectives (max. 100 words) 

 
In the face of the recent unprecedented crisis that has affected the world of work, 
the informal economy and informal economy workers have been hit the hardest. It 
is more urgent and necessary than ever to promote the transition to the formal 
economy, and this session proposes some answers and solutions in the current 
context. 

 
 

3. Main points of discussion (max. 150 words) 
 

- Promotion and implementation of labour standards and rights at work; 
- Guaranteeing decent work and income; 
- Improving and expanding social protection;  
- Strengthening and expanding social dialogue. 
- SSE as a bridge to formalization. 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf


 

 

 
 
4. Relevant documents (if applicable) 
 

- ILO Monitor: COVID-19 and the world of work. Seventh edition Updated 
estimates and análisis, 25 January 2021 

 
 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf

