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Short summary of the session (max. 250 words): 
 
The Workshop will examine, also through 
concrete cases, the main challenges related to the 
financing of innovative ecosystems, in particular 
the financial mechanisms to promote 
organizations and companies with strong 
territorial roots such as those of the Social and 
Solidarity Economy. 
 

 
  



 

 

1. Conceptualization of the session (max. 1000 words) 
 
● In a global context characterized by complex and pressing challenges, the Social 

and Solidarity Economy (SSE) is receiving increasing attention for its role and 
potential in addressing the social and economic problems faced by individuals 
and communities on all continents. Among the challenges that SSE could help 
address, particularly important are those related to the future of work, an issue 
that is at the heart of the ILO and more generally of the 2030 Agenda and SDG 
No. 8 in particular. 
 

● In addition, key ingredients of SSE ecosystems, key trends in the SSE economy 
today and key drivers of growth for SSE organizations will be highlighted. Special 
emphasis will be placed on the current context of COVID-19, analyzing what are 
the implications on SSE and what role SSE can play in crisis and post-crisis 
situations. 
 

● Some of the cases will be taken by in-depth analysis coming from two research 
projects involving 15 countries from 4 continents: - "Contribution of social and 
solidarity economy and social finance to the future of work" and "Financial 
mechanisms for innovative social and solidarity economy ecosystems". 
 

● A growing number of initiatives in the field of finance are increasingly linked to 
ethical and sustainable attributes ("social finance", "impact finance", "ethical 
banking", "social and solidarity finance", "finance with a purpose"), being 
adopted by a wide range of actors with varied motivations. In this context, it is 
increasingly important to assess what kind of financial resources are (or should 
be) available to SSE organizations, for what purposes they are used and how they 
can be accessed. 
 

● The workshop will also address aspects of South-South cooperation, LED and 
innovative finance between countries of the South. 

 
2. Objectives (max. 100 words) 

 
To present case studies on financial mechanisms for innovative ecosystems. 
To share best practices on financing with a social approach. 
 

3. Main points of discussion (max. 150 words) 
 

The workshop will highlight the importance of a mixed approach that can 
successfully blend internal and external, public and private, market and non-
market financial sources. The objective is to support the growth of SSE 



 

 

ecosystems that can continue to address social problems and offer viable 
alternatives at the territorial level for the creation of decent work. 

 
 
4. Relevant documents (if applicable) 
 
- ILO Observatory: COVID-19 and the world of work. Seventh edition Updated 

estimates and analysis, January 25, 2021. 
- Financial Mechanisms for Innovative Social and Solidarity Economy Ecosystems 

- Full Report (ILO, 2019) 
- South-South Module of the Course on Finance for Decent Work, 2020, ILO Turin. 
 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_ent/---coop/documents/publication/wcms_728367.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_ent/---coop/documents/publication/wcms_728367.pdf

