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Short summary of the session: 

SSE models and practices represent forms of territorial intelligence that consider 
the innovative potential of territories and are capable of dynamizing local 
economies while allowing more equitable access to employment and income 

opportunities. 
In the current crisis, SSE practices can create an opportunity to apply a diversity of 
innovative solutions for sustainable recovery. This requires that the transformative 

potential of SSE is recognized and applied as part of comprehensive policies and 
strategies to drive socio-economic rehabilitation efforts from the territorial level. 
The session intends to look at the experience of local and regional governments in 

applying SSE practices as part of comprehensive policies and strategies in response 
to the current crisis and in the transition to more sustainable and inclusive  
development trajectories in the current crisis context. 



 

 

 
1. Conceptualization of the session: 

SSE models and practices represent new forms of territorial intelligence that consider 
the innovative potential of territories and are capable of dynamizing local economies 
while allowing more equitable access to employment and income opportunities.  

As such, they contribute to reduce inequalities, strengthen social cohesion and enhance 

the localization of the Sustainable Development Goals, promoting economic flows and 
markets based on proximity circuits, but also on quality, territorial origin, know-how, 
social networks, material and intangible cultural heritage and biodiversity, practices of 
sustainable valorisation and conservation of natural resources, and clean and renewable 

energies.  

SSE models value the assets and economic potential, as well as the proximity and 
solidarity links incorporated in local communities; on the other hand, they connect the 
local demand and supply of goods and services through integrated circuits of 

production, commercialization and consumption. This establishes a link between (local) 
economic development, the satisfaction of needs and the improvement in the quality of 
life of people and (through) the environment they live in.  

On these bases, social cohesion and well-being become at the same time key 
determinants and enabling factors as well as outcomes of inclusive and sustainable 

economic development processes that the SSE contributes to channel.  

In the dramatic circumstances of the current crisis, SSE practices can create an 

opportunity to apply a diversity of innovative solutions for sustainable recovery from a 
local perspective. This includes enabling supply chains’ shortening and stabilisation; the 
adaptation/reorientation and re-localization of production; nature-based solutions in 

the transition to a healthier and resources efficient economy; sustainable consumption 
and production patterns anchored to local value chains and rural-urban linkages and 
integration; proximity-based distributions channels and provision of social and 

environmental services; and again support to young people, women and social partners 
in entrepreneurship and social innovation. 

Social economy organizations have been a trusted partner of local and regional 
governments, operating at the forefront of the crisis to address urgent sanitary and 
social needs. In the transition to more inclusive and sustainable economies and societies 



 

they can play an even more strategic role, working with local stakeholders’ in pioneering 
social innovation and alternative ways of organizing economic activities that enhance 
the cohesion and resilience of societies.  

This requires that the transformative potential of SSE is recognized and applied as part 
of comprehensive policies and strategies to drive socio-economic rehabilitation efforts 
from the territorial level, and not limited to punctual and individual support measures 
to occasionally ‘repair’ the damage.  

Policies should not only consider the role and performance of individual SSE units, but 
also the functional relation between them and with other/traditional economic actors 
in key strategic areas.  

In the current phase, there is a great opportunity to learn from and engaging with cities 
and regions as they co-create and pilot with their populations innovative systemic 
solutions to inclusive and sustainable policy responses that integrate economic, 
environmental and social needs applying among others SSE-related models and 
practices.  

 
2. Objective and key issues for discussion: 

The session is intended to look at different SSE models and practices and the experience 
of local governments in applying them, engaging SSE actors to inform and orient public 
policies towards an inclusive and sustainable response to the effects of the crisis.     

The proposed session’s format is a round table that allows political local and regional 
governments’ representatives as well as other SSE organizations and practitioners to 
display and discuss from respective regional or local contexts, evidence of innovative 
policy responses resorting to SSE as basis for a transition to more inclusive, cohesive and 
resilient communities.  

Key issues for discussion will include how SSE is integrated in local recovery plans 
through the empowerment of community-based SSE actors and their participation in 
decision-making processes; what is the potential of SSE in concurring to redress  
disrupted  local economies, renewing their capacity to innovate and create value whilst 
ensuring societal cohesion and wellbeing, (re)shaping production relations and 
modalities and supply chain dynamics that affect access to core goods and services; and 
explore the relation of specific SSE models and practices with place -based/territorial 
processes and policies for cohesion and local development (for instance community -
based social enterprises and cooperatives as driver of integrated local development 
dynamics in the Italian experience).  

 

3. Relevant documentation (if applicable):  


