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Short summary of the session  



 

 

Inequalities in Latin America have a territorial component and, therefore, policies have 

spatially differentiated effects. Before the health and economic crisis, rural women faced a 

series of civic, social, economic and institutional challenges. Among them are high 

migration rates, lack of personal and collective empowerment, difficulty in accessing paid 

activities and / or undertaking economic activities, as well as less access and control of 

information and technologies compared to their male counterparts. These gaps have 

deepened during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, these crises also provide 

opportunities to innovate and seek solutions to these inequalities. Therefore, it is 

important to address both research and plans to influence this area, especially  those that 

aim to reduce these gaps. While greater cooperation and dialogue within and between 

regions is key to advancing any policy or partnership related to economic development, 

policy makers and academics need to better understand the relationship be tween 

territorial characteristics and the factors involved in the economic empowerment of 

women. This will contribute to the improvement of policies and programs aimed at them in 

this complex scenario. Then, in this panel, the experiences and proposals of territorial 

public policies and public-private alliances will be explored, as well as empirical 

investigations that contribute to the debate in this area. 

 

1. Conceptualization of the session  
 

Around the world, even for those countries with the best indicators, women face serious 

social, economic and territorial inequalities. In Latin America this is even more pressing, since 

it ranks as the most unequal continent on the planet. In most of the countries of the region 

there is a greater weight of a precarious peasant economy, low empowerment and 

feminization of poverty, together with a very heavy workload of care that women face. These 

challenges imply, according to specialized literature, that there is a social waste of the 

qualities, attributes and potential of women in the economic and productive sphere. 

However, not in all territories the same gaps exist or are experienced in the same way given 

the high inequality, that is, it matters where you are born. 

 



 

 

In this sense, despite the fact that women have access to differentiated programs and 

microcredits for their ventures, they have precarious access to dynamic markets. In addition, 

although many women participate in community activities, they do not participate in 

decision-making or strategies issued by their authorities. Consequently, obstacles are 

generated to their empowerment and stable improvement over time to their demands and 

needs. According to data from the Rimisp Women and Territories Observatory, in rural-urban 

territories, households headed by women continue to be in a more precarious situation than 

those households headed by men in the dimensions of economic autonomy, social and 

political participation, as well as vulnerabilities to COVID-19. 

 

However, policies and programs aimed at improving local economic development as a means 

of reducing inequality gaps have not had the expected success in perpetuating important 

factors of inequality, which leads to rethinking strategies to reduce these gaps. The current 

health crisis has produced a deepening of the aforementioned problems, quickly imposing 

the need to reflect on the expansion of opportunities and improvement of territorial 

governance systems, taking into account the gender system as the basis of the social 

processes that shape the roles of men and women. 

 

Faced with this scenario of spatially differentiated effects, the articulation between the 

gender perspective and the territorial approach to think, learn and recommend territorial  

public policy options and public-private alliances becomes a critical point for empowerment. 

This is understood as the agency capacity that women have to develop and achieve their 

objectives, since it provides the critical perspective to evaluate the opportunities and 

obstacles generated by the productive structure and institutions in the lives of women for 

each territory. 

 

Thus, economic empowerment can be strengthened in a framework where women can 

effectively expand their capacities to achieve their own projects with the same opportunities 

as their male counterparts. That is, to expand their agency capacity, which implies not only 

the productive sphere, but also the social and political sphere, integrating the different 



 

 

spheres of public, private and community actors. Consequently, it is necessary to think about 

strategic assets in the territorial contexts in which women operate. 

 

Finally, considering the intersection between gender and territories, this panel will explore 

the diagnoses regarding the existing strategies to provide development opportunities for the 

empowerment of women, the development approaches that have been used to address the 

situation of rural women will be discussed. and the labor markets they access, as well as the 

communicating vessels of the approaches. Finally, examine the initiatives and programs that 

provide skills and tools, reflecting on their relevance and improvement in light of the health 

crisis. 

 

 

2. Objectives  

 
● Explore diagnoses on existing policies, programs, and public-private partnerships for 

the economic empowerment of rural women before and during the COVID-19 

pandemic; 
● Discuss works that analyze and / or map the current situation of rural women workers 

in Latin American territories; 

● Examine initiatives and programs that provide tools and skills for the financial 
inclusion of rural women under the scenario of health and economic crisis.  
 

 
 
3. Main points of discussion  

 
● Articulation of a gender approach and a territorial approach 
● Measures to generate policies, programs and alliances in the context of COVID-19 
● Economic reactivation and access to dynamic markets 

● Participation of women in decision-making 
● Tools and skills for the inclusion of women in productive activities 
● Agency capacity of women as actors and producers of their territory 

 
4. Relevant documents (if applicable) 



 

 

 

 


