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Short summary of the session:
There  is  a  recognized  nexus  between  the  socio-economic  empowerment  of 
women and effective recovery processes. 
Even in  complex  settings  and  crisis  circumstances,  women play  a  key  role  as 
‘creators’  or  ‘recreators’  of  resilient  and  inclusive  societies  and  economies, 
through specific capacities, social roles and ties, as applied to the production and 
supply of often crucial goods and services. 
It  is  therefore  key to  recognize  and analyse  how local  settings  and processes 
mutually interweave with the reality of women; and how appropriate governance 
and  planning  processes  can  serve  to  connect  macro-policies  with  strategic 
‘territorial’  solutions  in  addressing  gender  inequality  gaps  and  leveraging  the 



‘transformative’ potential of women empowerment. 
The session aims to discuss the foundations and the main policy options to tackle 
gender inequality and enable the socio-economic empowerment of women as 
part of a strategic response to the current crisis.

1. Conceptualization of the session

In  crisis  contexts,  effective recovery policies  and strategies  should fully  integrate  a 
gender  equality  perspective  and  the  promotion  of  employment  and  economic 
opportunities  for  women  as  conditions  for  restoring  sustainable  and  inclusive 
economic development processes. 

There is a recognized nexus between the socio-economic empowerment of women 
and effective recovery processes. Where women are more active in the labour market 
and have greater control over their household income, they are better equipped to 
ensure  their  and  their  family’s  security,  engage  in  civil  society  and  contribute  to 
inclusive  governance.  This  strengthens  their  contribution to  family  and community 
welfare and stability thus helping to rebuild a social contract and cohesion. 

Local and territorial dynamics influence the lives of women, particularly in relation to 
their productive and reproductive responsibility in the territory. In turn, even in crisis 
situations,  women have a specific role to play as ‘creators’  or ‘recreators’  of  more 
inclusive and sustainable local economies through specific skills and capacities, social 
roles and ties, as applied to the production and  supply/provision of often crucial goods 
and services. 

It is therefore key to recognize and analyse how local settings and processes mutually 
interweave with the reality of women; and how appropriate governance and planning 
processes can serve to connect macro-policies with strategic ‘territorial’ solutions in 
addressing  gender  inequality  gaps  and  leveraging  the  ‘transformative’  potential  of 
women empowerment. 

Adopting  such  comprehensive  perspective  to  the  empowerment  of  women as  key 
‘agents’ for inclusive and sustainable territorial development requires to integrate a 
whole  range  of  complementary  policy  measures  directed  at  prioritizing  gender-
responsive investments and services;  removing restrictions and invest in regulatory 
and incentive frameworks that support women’s economic participation in the formal 
labour market and self-employment opportunities through access to productive assets 
and  financial  resources  for  female  entrepreneurs;  increasing  productivity  in 
microenterprises and smallholder farming and helping women engagement in more 
productive sectors; and again invest in the care economy, recognizing unpaid domestic 
work and the care work as fundamental contributors to the local economy. 



2. Objective and key issues for discussion

The format for  this  session is  a  panel  in which local  governments and civil  society  
representatives  alongside  expert  practitioners  and  members  of  international 
organizations and networks would discuss the foundations and the main policy options 
to tackle gender inequality and enable the socio-economic empowerment of women 
as part of a strategic response to the current crisis.   

This would include relation to governance processes that are conducive to give voice 
and representation to women in the planning of crisis response policies; the role of 
women networks and alliances in fostering effective policy dialogue on gender-based 
recovery strategies; and specific policy solutions and enabling territorial measures and 
practices for women empowerment. The UNDP, UNCDF, UCLG Handbook for gender-
responsive local economic recovery from COVID-19 will also be presented as a guiding 
tool to reach these objectives. 

3. Relevant documentation (if applicable)


