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Short summary of the session: 
The UNDP Human Development Report 2020 calls for a just transformation that 
expands human freedoms while easing planetary pressures through nature -based 

human development solutions. A systemic approach is required to break down 
silos and put people capabilities, values and agency at the core.  
To discern and account for the complexity and multidimensional nature of these 

processes, and the different forms of inequalities that they seek to address, we 
need new metrics that help us reflect in a holistic manner and decline in different 
settings and levels the complex social and environmental impact of ongoing global 

processes.  
The session is aimed at introducing and illustrating the use of different analytical 
and measurement tools under a common human development framework.  



 

 

 
1. Conceptualization of the session 

The human development approach - as a composite concept and metric – was 
introduced three decades ago to counter a narrow, income-centred notion of 
development and reminding us that economic growth is more a means than an end. 

Today, as we are entering the new ‘Anthropocene’ era, it is more relevant than ever as 
a basis for thinking (and acting) in ways that reflect the interconnectedness of people 
and planet as part of integrated socioecological systems. 

The UNDP Human Development Report 2020 calls for a just transformation that expands 
human freedoms while easing planetary pressures through nature-based human 

development solutions that allow mitigating and adapting to climate change, protecting 
biodiversity and ensuring human wellbeing for all. This requires building on a systemic 
approach to break down silos and put people at the core, which embeds their 

capabilities, values and agency, as ability to participate in decision-making and make 
their desired choices. 

Yet, to discern and account for the complexity and multidimensional nature of these 
processes, and the different forms and levels of inequalities that they seek to address, 
traditional metrics are not sufficient. Complexity requires more lenses. New metrics help 

construct them. That is why the human development measurement toolkit has 
constantly evolved. Since the 2010 Human Development Report, the Inequality-adjusted 
HDI has accounted for the distribution of human development within countries. A global 

Multidimensional Poverty Index was also introduced to shift our attention from 
traditional income-based poverty measures towards a more holistic view of lived 
poverty.  

The 2020 HDR further explores new metrics, including a new generation of dashboards, 
as well as metrics that adjust the income component of the HDI to account for the social 

costs of carbon or for natural wealth. This includes a ‘planetary pressures–adjusted HDI 
(PHDI)’ that adjusts the standard HDI by a country’s level of carbon dioxide emissions 
and material footprint, each on a per capita basis. 

 

2. Objective and key issues for discussion 



 

This session will be organized as a workshop in which experts and practitioners would 
illustrate the main features of different analytical and measurement tools; their 

conceptual foundation in connection with the human development approach and the 
sustainable development Agenda; their ongoing or projected evolution to reflect the 
multiple challenges that we are facing in a complex crisis scenario ; and their application 

to inform integrated planning and monitoring frameworks, with specific relation to the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs.  
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