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Short summary of the session (max. 250 words): 

 

Innovation and new technologies facilitate the 

development of alternative models of production and 

consumption and contribute to fair, balanced and 

sustained growth. In a context in which the link with 

technology is more noticeable than ever, it is essential to 



 

reflect on its power to improve people's lives, the need to 

guarantee their universal access and application of 

knowledge to innovation processes social, economic and 

environmental. 

 

1. Conceptualization of the session (max. 1000 words) 
Innovation and new technologies must allow the reduction of income and skills gaps between 

populations and territories. Through its widespread implementation, it is possible to develop new 

production and consumption models, both in traditional and new-generation sectors, promoting 

fairer, balanced and sustained growth. The crisis caused by the pandemic has placed the 

importance of new technologies and technological research at the forefront, considered as a 

fundamental way both to face the crisis and to activate economic and social recovery. 

 

The health crisis has shown the interrelation with technology, daily life, professional activity and 

business and institutional development. This relationship crosses multiple levels and does not only 

occur in the materialization of goods and services that satisfy our needs; It is also present in the 

social development of the territories, such as science, culture, health, economy, etc.  

 

The technological potential and the capacity to use and adapt to the territory is decisive for its 

growth, since new technologies are established as revitalizing tools for all activity. But at the same 

time, it is essential to guarantee universal access to information and communication technology 

as a fundamental right of people and territories. 

 

The technological application is also essential to promote territorial ecosystems of innovation, 

improve the quality of processes and products, promote open government, apply knowledge to 

economic and social processes and improve the quality of life. Technological democratization is a 

key factor for the enormous potential of technology to reach all citizens and all territories.  

 

The intensive use of communication technologies allows cities and territories to acquire a greater 

presence on the global scene and develop socio-economic and productive initiatives on a local 

scale with a great impact both on the local economy and on their relations with other international 

actors. Participation in networks and access to knowledge of international experiences promote 

and extend new socio-economic initiatives at a local scale, such as the social and solidarity 

economy, the collaborative economy, the circular economy, the orange economy, among others, 

which add endogenous elements with a high degree of specialization to other activities that 

complement and / or diversify the economic activity of the territories. In this sense, the socio-

economic recovery processes are planned from a global perspective and the support of new Big 



 

Data technological tools, open government, innovation networks, R & D & i alliances, among 

others. The territory is understood, then, as an indissoluble part of a globality and alliances are 

established not only for sectorial interests but for the development of shared strategies and the 

increase of political incidence at the international level.  

 

 

 

 

2. Objectives (max. 100 words) 
This session aims to explore the diverse perspectives offered by the application of knowledge and 

new technologies for the promotion of sustainable and equitable development.  

The technological potential and the capacity for use and adaptation to the territory not only 

translates into the satisfaction of needs through goods and services, but also determines its 

growth and social development. 

A round table format is proposed, in which experts enrich the dialogue around the role of 

innovation and new technologies in recovery and reactivation. 

 

3. Main points of discussion (max. 150 words) 
● How to promote the appropriation of the territory of the opportunities derived from the 

development of new technologies? 

● How to promote technological innovation processes for economic reactivation?  

● What measures guarantee universal access to technologies?  

● How to generate alliances so that technological innovation reverts to SMEs and social 

economy companies? 

● How is technology transfer financed and the improvement of the necessary capacities for its 

use? 

● To what extent do new technologies contribute to more open, transparent and participatory 

local and regional governments? 

 

 

4. Relevant documents (if applicable) 
 

 


