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Short summary of the session (max. 250 words): 

 

Innovation in public management is a central axis in the 

efforts to reactivate and enhance the role of 

Governments and Public Administrations in the face of 

the complexity and new contexts derived from the 

technological and organizational revolution in general 

and derived from the current pandemic in particular. This 

panel will address the innovative elements in public 



 

management that contribute to the drive for a sustainable 

social and economic reactivation. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Conceptualization of the session (max. 1000 words) 
 

Local and regional governments decisively contribute to the processes of social and economic 

reactivation. The fundamental role of the LRGs has been highlighted in the management of the 

crisis derived from the pandemic and it has been the public services that have decisively fought to 

face this crisis. 

 

The management of services and resources by local and regional governments requires 

modernization and innovation efforts. Therefore, it is of great interest to reflect on how to 

approach innovation from public management and share examples and experiences of public 

innovation policies in matters such as the management of basic resources, the management of 

public companies for economic, social and environmental innovation, sustainable public 

procurement, alliances with networks of local governments, private entities and civil society, and 

the modernization of the public sector itself. 

 

Territories, as human ecosystems and spaces for coexistence, must first aim at social cohesion and 

equal opportunities. Inequalities and social segregation in urban systems are the cause of diverse 

problems, including that of competitiveness. In this sense, the work of public services contributes 

to entrepreneurial drive, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, and job creation. Basic 

issues such as pollution levels, waste management, precarious habitability or educational 

deficiencies generate territorial imbalances, increase inequalities and make economic reactivation 

difficult. On the contrary, public services that promote basic infrastructures, both physical and 

linked to information and knowledge, dynamize and strengthen associations among territorial 

actors, organize and plan the territory and maintain adequate levels of coexistence, are helping 

to establish the bases for a sustainable and cohesive growth. 

 

In this sense, innovation in public management is a central axis in the efforts to reactivate and 

enhance the role of Governments and Public Administrations in the face of the complexity and 

new contexts derived from the technological and organizational revolution in general and derived 

from the current pandemic in particular. Innovation initiatives in management and processes 



 

applied to local and regional governments, such as open government, promote entrepreneurial 

experiences within local governments, as well as in their alliances and collaborations with other 

actors in the territory in order to reinforce democratic spaces.  

 

On a territorial scale, public space is designed to a large extent by local and regional governments. 

Public management for innovation and economic reactivation is key in terms of regeneration, use 

of endogenous resources, economic promotion, and the generation of knowledge. In this sense, 

public space is the common space in which synergies, interests and competition converge and it 

is what constitutes us as full citizens. Hence, the management of the public, on a territorial scale, 

is decisive to address fundamental processes such as social and economic reactivation after the 

current health crisis. 

 

 

2. Objectives (max. 100 words) 
The objective of this session is to reflect on the approach to innovation from public management 

and share examples and experiences of innovative public policies in matters such as the 

management of basic resources, the management of public companies for economic, social and 

environmental innovation, sustainable public procurement, alliances with networks of local 

governments, private entities and civil society, and the modernization of the public sector itself. 

Thus, it is intended to highlight how public services contribute to business impulse and job 

creation. 

 

This panel will allow that, in a first space, diverse representatives establish a dialogue regarding 

the importance of innovation in public policies for reactivation. Second, experiences of good 

practices from innovation that have been successful will be shared. 

 

3. Main points of discussion (max. 150 words) 
● How to generate a quality public space that encourages innovation?  

● How are services and public management contributing to the economic reactivation? 

 

 

4. Relevant documents (if applicable) 
 

 


